Following last night's committee meeting, due to some members of
previous years’ organising team having moved on from the club, we are
inviting members to assist in the organisation of this year’s event.

We therefore invite you to the Club night at Cumnor Cricket Club on
Wednesday 5th October to participate in Haydn Marks’ scalextrix challenge,
where we will be able to discuss how you will be able to help in the successful
running of this event.

We look forward to seeing you on the night.
Regards

David Smythe
Design Coordinator

Carillion Health

Project Ofyce

John Radcliffe Hospital,
Headley Way,
Headington,

Oxford

OX3 9FR

Tel: 01865 755000

Next Club Night
August 3rd at
Cumnor Cricket Club
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Editorial

Carfax Stage Rally

This years Carfax Stage Rally will take place on Sunday November 27" and as always
we will need as much help as possible to run the event successfully. The reg’s are almost
complete and will be posted out next week. Most of the ofycial positions are now ylled
however we are always looking for new blood to help out on the committee. The format will
be the same as previous years with a 4-hour set-up on the Saturday before the event and
an early start on the Sunday for the rally itself. We will need as many bodies as possible
for us to get all the kit in place and to help with changeovers during the day. | will put more
details in the next newsletter and will do some email shots over the next couple of weeks.
There will also be an extra club night on November 23¢. If anyone has any questions
please call me on 07780 955720.

Kev Belcher
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Bullnose Rally Results

hat a night! Apart from being the biggest, this year’s must count as the most com-

petitive Bullnose Rally we've ever had. With 27 crews representing nine Regional
Associations we were assured of a great rally and so it turned out. The last few weeks of the
run up to the rally were particularly hectic. For a start we had to wait until the closing date
before a huge rush of entries arrived to make up the Inter-Association teams. We lost the
start venue due to (unfounded) complaints from the neighbours of the Cirencester Tesco
store so | am thankful that Cirencester College stepped in at the last moment to host the
event. And then, in the ynal week, the MSA asked us to make a major route change to avoid
a junction which could have brought cars together from different directions.

Unfortunately, the night didnit go without its problems. The weather turned nasty just after
the start with heavy rain and thick fog in places; the rain causing the fords to get a bit deeper
which caught some crews out. Tonya Heap, the Course Closer, broke the sump of her car
just after TC3 so David Smythe, the Chief Marshal, had to work hard to divert a couple of the
marshals to take over that role leaving a later control unmanned. But we managed and | was
pleased to have many of the competitors shake me by the hand at the ynish. It was particu-
larly pleasing to see how much the Clubmans and Beginners enjoyed it all even though some
of them lost “hours” of time.

On the downside we had a dozen PR problems but that was fewer than the Gloucester-
shire Route Liaison Ofycer expected. After a fair bit of work by Tonya and me wetve managed
to placate all of the complainants and we may have only lost one Cotswold road for future
years.

The marshalling was excellent so | must thank everyone who came out on a very damp
night to help out. In particular all of the sector marshals did a great job setting out the rally
equipment; Graham and | only had to move one code-board along the entire route.

Listed below are all the prize winners.

Class Driver Navigator Car

Overall Adam Holder Simon Harris Peugeot 205 GTi
Expert Phil Kendall David Coles Peugeot 309 GTi
Semi-expert Tim Daltry Paul Fillis Ford Escort RS2000
Novice Dominic Taylor Phil Haines Talbot Sunbeam Ti
Clubman Andrew Garrett Paul Lettington Toyota MR2
Beginner Robert Holden James Firth Peugeot 205 GTi

Inter-Association Competition
First LCAMC

Second ACSMC

Third ASEMC

Neil Lewis
Clerk of the Course
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Bullnose 2005 - thank you from the Chief Marshal

filt will be alright on the nighto T a much heard phrase, not from Dennis Norden, but from anyone
| spoke to about my feared lack of marshals on the evening of the Bullnose.

Their faith was well placed as many of you ventured forth into what turned out to be a wet and
sometimes foggy Cotswold night to man the 33 controls in 6 sectors covering 137 miles.

My grateful thanks to you all for a job very well done. All comments received have praised the
friendIness and professionalism of you guys who tolerated the inclement weather and | am sure the
idiosyncrasies of the competitors or the locals.

| list below those who assisted on the night. My apologies to those who have slipped the net.

Control Name
Signing Graham Lewis
on
Course Trevor Tapping Nice one Trev. We know every roundabout
Opening Car in Cirencester by name now having gone around
them so many times.
MTC1 Tonya and Zenya Thank you ladies for your efforts, so sad that
(Start) and Heap it came to an early abrupt end!
Course
Closer Keith Norman Thank you Keith for stepping into the breach
on the night and all your advice in the run up to
the night.
TC2 Tony Randell with | hope you found your torch Karen.
Karen Kearns and Tim
Cook.
TC3 Jerry Harris with Sector Marshal from MTC1 to TC3
Daryl and Roy.
TC4 Haydn Marks Sector Marshal from TC4 to TC11
TC5 Rob Gillett
TC6 Paul Leyyeld and Thanks to you guys from Cirencester Car
friends. Club.
TC7 Simon Marks Hope you didn’'t make too many new friends
up at Birdlip!!
TC8 Martin Skennerton | hope it was good training for the following
and Son week.
TC9 lan Harrison and Bob Thanks to the Dolphin MC contingent.
Muttram
TC10 The lads from Telford Thank you for making the journey.
TC11 Kevin Smith
TC12 Graham Dunn Sector Marshal from TC12 to TC15.
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TC13 Oops Sorry — didn’t catch you name.
TCl4 lan and Bob Sorry we woke you up.
TC15 Alan Jones Dependable - as ever. KN
TC16 Jerry Harris Not sure if you made it back here, what with
you towing duties!
TC17 Seb Pickavance Sector Marshal from TC16 to TC21.
Rich Clayton Thanks to Rich from Cheltenham Car Club.
TC18 Lawrence
TC19 Richard Arnold
TC20 Kevin Smith
TC21 The lads from Telford
again.
TC22 Karen Kearns and Sector Marshals from TC22 to TC27
Tim Cook
TC23 Chris Knott
TC24 Haydn Marks Although | don’t think you made it here having
had to undertake closer duties for your sector
beforehand.
TC25 Martin Skennerton
and Son
TC26 Roy | hope you had a safe onward journey to
Devon.
TC27 lan and Bob Again!
TC28 Graham Dunn
TC29 Paul Leyyeld | hope you were able to see some action
between you time controls.
TC30 Oops again!
TC31 David Smith Good to see the trailer made it through the
night.
TC32 Jerry and Daryl
Harris
MTC33 Trevor Tapping and Well, after a 137 mile charge, we made it to
myself the end, and once Trev had come down from his
high, we ran the ynal control.

| am sorry not to have thanked you all in person at the ynish T The Little Chef breakfast was
calling.

Once again, many thanks for your assistance, and | look forward to seeing you all again soon.

David Smythe
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Bullnose Rally 11th Sept 05

Cirencester College was the start
venue for the 2005 Oxford Motor
Club Bullnose Road Rally. The 15th running
of this event saw 45 crews take part over the
140 mile route through Gloucestershire. This
was the largest OMC road rally yeld since the
1977 Boanerges rally. It was also one of the
largest yelds south of Birmingham. This years
event was a particularly big event for the club
because Oxford were invited to host the Inter
Association Road Rally Challenge,the FA cup
of Road Sport, by the AWMMC. It was also
100 years after the clubs yrst open motor
sport event.

This years route in Gloucestershire was
hastily re-routed after a PR concern from
a resident and a point of order coming from
the motor sport governing body about the
use double use of a cross roads. The route
itself used 9 miles of green lanes to avoid
large population centres. These lanes were
generally accepted as reasonable choices
but the leading Oxford crew of Kevin Belcher
and Anthony Walker were a bit miffed mainly
because the Rover 220 GTi’'s minimal ground
clearence they still managed 10th overall.
The Cheltenham crew of Dave Cooper and
Graham Ford, their Audi A6 had the engine
sump damaged by a large stone and were
forced to retire after 16 miles at TC 3. The
top seeds of Mike Biss and Cath Woodman,
former twice winners of the Bullnose found the
early navigation a bit long winded and resulted
in too much time dropped in the yrst half. Andy
Shepherd and Paul Hardy of Dolphin in their
Peugeot 205GTi came a very creditable 7th
over all they dropped time on the green lanes
and managed to miss a route check. The win-
ners of the event from Ross on Wye Adam
Holder and Simon Harris in their Peugeot
205GTi only dropped 6 minutes over 4 con-
trols. Tim Daltry and Paul Fillis Oxford mem-
bers who were seconded into the LCAMC
team but were classed as Semi Experts bol-
stered the team well their 11th place. London
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Counties came up as top team with Biss
and Woodman (CSMA) 3rd, Graeme Press-
well and lan Buxton (CSMA) 9th and Daltry
and Fillis (Oxford) 15th. The West Midlands
team of Shepherd and Hardy (Dolphin) 7th
O/A | Belcher and Walker (Oxford) 10th and
Cooper and Ford (Cheltenham)Non ynisher,
faired not too well because of the retirement
of the team captain. The other local Associa-
tion team ACSMC of Phil Kendall and Dave
Coles, Peugeot 309 GTi 2nd O/A, Rob Aslet
and Mark Collings 13th in a Peugeot 205GTi.
Richard Lewley and Nick Clarke’s BMW 325
the third crew ynished 24th getting Central
Southern up to second place. ASEMC came
third. ASWMC though having the captain win-
ning the event, Orford and Jones 21st and
the Anstey’s Clive and Verity who retired at TC
23. The contingent from Northern Ireland yn-
ished 4th, 19th and 25th and Eastern Scotland
12th, 22nd and 27th.

The Club sport section made up
of Oxford crew members totalling 14 in all
Andrew Garret and Paul Lettington in a Toyota
MR2 dropped 31 minutes which would have
placed them 7th in the national rally. Mike
Saywell and Bob Winsniewski, their Peugeot
would have got them 21st place. The leading
beginners, they had marked maps of Mark
Holden and James Firth would have ynished
12th but had the massive advantage of not
having to plot the route.

The result of the rally where no
crew managed to maintain the 30 mph aver-
age between successive controls means the
Clerk of the Course got the route and naviga-
tion about right.

The next big Oxford Motor Club
event being the Carfax Stage Rally is held
at Longcross in Late November. The Club is
working on its belated centenary celebration
for 2007. The Club found its foundation was
in 1903 not as thought in 1907.

David Smith
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Bullnose 2005

Il those who went to the summer

autotest will know where Im coming
from when | say that it as a perfect way to
spend a summers evening. A balmy mid sum-
mers evening, good food (the best barbecue
Ive experienced in ages!) the chance to thrash
the car round a yeld and of course the good
company of fellow OMC members !, in fact we
were just beginning to really enjoy ourselves
when the 205 let go with a thud and every
stopped ! Bloody typical !! With the knowledge
that we had just done the cam belt we phoned
for the RAC and got a quick tow to the nearby
road from Dave in his 205Mi16.

Well that was the end of the 205 engine
(further investigation revealed that an engine
mount had snapped damaging the end of the
block causing the belt to jump the tensioner)

No real worries as the next Rally 2004
round was the Bullnose which was 6 weeks
away.

Now then you know how things are what
with work and family é .so with just 2 weeks
left it looked highly unlikely that we would get
an entry in for the Bullnose when | got a call
from Mark Collings with whom we just missed
out on taking the Wessex from Seb. He was
looking for a driver and was going to pay for
the entry !! This was all the encouragement
needed to ynish off the 205 in time ( the last
hose arrived on the Saturday of the rally)

This years Bullnose was also the inter-
association rally so attracted quite a large
entry and we were quite pleased to be seeded
11.

We set off rather cautiously, not quite sure
what to expect after Neilis driver brieyng in
which he included warnings about everything
from loose wildlife to closed gates.

The yrst few sections were rather omi-
nous and resembled some of the previously
criticised Bullnose rallies, indeed before long
we encountered a very busy pub at chucking
out time with a lot of random cars around we
missed our yrst code board.

It wasn't long though before the route
changed into what was to be the norm for the
rest of the evening, fast twisty lanes mixed in
with some very nice whites. Just as we got
going we ran into TC8 and opened the enve-
lope to ynd the most yendish of navigation
Il Mark did his best to guess the route and
he had it cracked until we met a competitor
coming the other way who reported in the
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broadest Scottish “theres nothing up there
guys” what followed was the classic mistake
of following like lost sheep instead of going
with the navigators instinct. 10 minutes later
after frantically trying every route going we
went back up the original road only to ynd
the control some half mile further on. In our
attempts to make up time we managed to split
the fuel return pipe which was spraying petrol
in all directions right next to the hot exhaust
pipe! This needed an immediate yx and there
was nothing else for it but to get under the car
and lay in the wet mud and yx it with some
nifty tie wrap use!

Back on course we were now 1 min from
Otl and it was with huge relief we reached
petrol and were able to enjoy a quick rest.

All to soon we were back at it and all too
soon we were into our next drama — a brush
with the local constabulary who informed us
that we had stopped to read the map in a very
notorious dogging spot ! lve never seen a nav
turn the interior light off so quick !!!

We were enjoying ourselves again now
and were running clean since petrol despite
some often thick fog. Then came TC21 ! As
we approached the oil warning light came on
and stayed on! A quick look under the bonnet
revealed oil everywhere. Never one to give up
we managed to borrow some more oil from a
kind marshall ( thank —you) which allowed us
to return to the refuel site and have a proper
look. A lose sump bung was to blame so after
parting with £30 for some more oil (its so hard
to get any of that motorway brand at that time
of night) we were back in the chase albeit up
against Otl again.

As we drove back | mentioned to Mark
that it was going to be one of those nights and
as if to prove a point we lost the entire rear
exhaust section on the last white !! Conscious
of the excess noise we were reduced to coast-
ing in neutral past housing and having to turn
the ignition off in quiet zones! The arrival of
the ynish couldnit have come soon enough
and considering the dramas of the night we
were quite pleased with 13th o./a.

Our thanks to all the OMC members who
put in such a huge effort to make the 2005
Bullnose such a success, an event that fellow
members can be proud of.

Rob Aslett
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Car

No. Driver

16  Adam Holder
2 Phil Kendall

1 Mike Biss

7 Chin

6 Brian Dorman
20  lain Tullie

13  Andy Shepherd
5 Terry Martin

22  Graeme Presswell
10  Kevin Belcher

24 Tim Daltry

23  Ewan Brodie

11  Rob Aslett

32 Dominic Taylor
27  Chris Pratt

29  Paul Freeth

18 Doug Kingsley

3 Willie McKeown
21  Graham Child

12 lan Orford

4 Stewart Anderson
17  Gorden Popperwell
8 Richard Lawley
15 Matt Endean

30  Phillip Wilkins

9 Alan Cowan

31 Chris Hodson

33 Russell Milligan
34  Mathew Jones

14  Bill Douglas

19  David Cooper

25  Clive Anstey

26  Chris Faulkner
Clubman

Car

No. Driver

28  Andrew Garrett
43  Robert Holden
41  Mike Hall

38  Mike Saywell

42  Tony Vanderheide
36  Chris Hopley

39  Graham Skeggs
40  Stephen Parsons
44  Martin Kernahan
47  Christiaan Hooper
37  Jonathan Smith
45  Richard Austen
35 David Jones

InterAssociation

The InterAssociation competition was won by LCAMC.

Bullnose 2005 Results

Navigator
Simon Harris
David Coles
Cath Woodman
Andy Coshan
Alan Dorman
York

Paul Hardy
Paul Taylor

lan Buxton
Anthony Walker
Paul Fillis

Oly McCullum
Mark Collings
Phil Haines
Paul Stephens
Derek Mines
Philip PRAR
Patrick McCollum
Kevin Ablitt
Bob Jones
Ewan Leeming
Brian Jaggs
Nick Clarke

lan Phillips
Neal Allsopp
lain Craven
Andy Falconer
Jamie Pickup
Richard Morris
Steven Hancock
Graham Ford
Verity Anstey
Chris Thorley

Navigator

Paul Lettington
James Firth
Andy Hall

Bob Winsniewski
Richard Millbank
Chris Lewis-Evans
Andrew Skeggs
Allan Gihooley
Bill Hitchcock

S Barrett

James Borg
Edmun Cussen
Phillip Hooper
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Fails

Minutes Notes
6

6

6
14
26
30
36
38
44
51
55
55
58
71
80
95
19
42
73
98
929
42
102
171
180
131
282
324 EX-OTL
NS

RT

RT

71 RT

155 RT

Minutes Notes
31

45

55

76

58

166

199

194

251

415

242

45 ??
247 ??
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August Scatter

Tonya and Zenya Heap organised the August scatter that started at the Swan in Islip. The

right side of 164 was used for the event that yve crews came out to compete.

Results
Position Driver Navigator Result
1st Seb Pickavance Richard Austen 105
2nd Neil Lewis Graham Lewis 75
3 Chris Hambly Anthony Walker 70
4t Tim Cook Karen Kearns 45
5 Kev Belcher 41

evin Belcher

Beginner’s Luck

eing new to scatters, | wasn't sure

what to expect from the August edi-
tion, kindly organised by Tonya and Zenya
Heap. The ‘treasure hunt’ tag often applied to
describe such events had lulled me into the
belief that it would be a leisurely jaunt around
the sun-tinted lanes of Oxfordshire in the
summertime, but then | guess | hadn’t thought
through the consequences of letting the OMC
members out after dark!

Starting and ynishing at the Swan Inn in
Islip, North of Oxford, the picturesque location
did little to dispel my uneducated view of Scat-
ters. The yrst sign that it wouldnit quite be as
| had expected was the description of it being
‘a bit like a 12-car, but a lot more dangerous.
You're much more likely to meet someone
coming the other way.” OK...

A fairly last-minute chance encounter
by email led to me teaming up with the con-
siderably more experienced Mr Pickavance
who volunteered to take the wheel for the
evening. He was also able to provide the bulk
of the navigational equipment as mine was all
stranded in Nottingham having been hastily
removed from the Sierra before it went to the
great scrap yard in the sky. (RIP the ‘Cossie’)

Armed with the clues and safely ensconced
in the passenger seat ready to plot, it wasn't
long before we decided that the other teams
had a point and that the bonnet was a much
better place to work. Frantic plotting ensued
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and revealed a wide spread of points, split
fairly evenly north and south from the start.
The cluster of higher scoring points drew most
crews north, though these of course required
a little more detective work.

We started poorly by visiting the wrong
phone box (strictly speaking it was the wrong
village) but quickly made our way to our yrst
white of the evening next to a disused quarry
near Kirtlington. Seb’s experience started to
pay off here as he had the top suggestion
that he get out and ynd the clues, as it saves
the navigator having to climb in and out from
under a map.

From there we started to make ground as
we headed for the top of map 164 and scored
a few hits. The only missing clue saw us cir-
cling the same group of houses several times
which aroused the interest of the locals in at
least one following crew.

As it started to get dark, the levels of
commitment in the driving increased propor-
tionately and it was into the more familiar feel
of a 12 car. Seb was certainly able to prove
the effectiveness of his upgraded brake pads
T in a moment of uncertainty at one junction,
he demonstrated them to the full. Once | had
peeled myself off the windscreen, | informed
him that we were in fact going straight on.

The dark also increased the time it was
taking to get between clues and our hit rate
started to slow as we worked back down
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the map to the East of Bicester. Some clues
also required quite a bit of work to collect
— the number of picnic tables which had to
be counted at one pub totalled 29!! | waited
patiently in the car, before reminding a breath-
less Seb of the hazards of smoking, which he
is still thanking me for.

As time grew short, the price of the park
and ride ticket was destined to be the last clue
for us, particularly as the route out is seem-
ingly designed to be as confusing as possible.
When we ynally found the exit, a certain red
Lancia that is no stranger to the hallowed turf
at the cricket club was coming the other way
and despite our frenzied attempt to give the
crew a (possibly not the) answer, they wisely
decided to ynd out for themselves.

| had used up all of my car park fund on
the entry fee so it was a good job the pub took

credit cards(!) and as we settled down for a
generous Coke to calm the nerves, we com-
pared notes with some of the other crews who
had had similar experiences to us with many
of the clues. Thus when it came to results time,
we were genuinely shocked with our position
(but then we didn't see the expert clues!)
There being just the two classes, | guess it
was (Novicets Luckd but | can conydently pre-
dict that when forced to compete as an expert,
the luck will probably run out.

All in all a good evening’s sport, and I'm
sure that all of the other crews will join me in
thanking Tonya and Zenya for taking the time
to set some interesting clues on some less
familiar roads.

Richard Austen

Summer Autotest - 20th July 2005

he summer autotest was held at Pusey Lodge Farm complete with the annual BBQ in the

able hands of John and Shirley Blackwell.

Neil and Graham organised and took part in the event in which 20 crews turned up for the 4

tests on offer.

The only casualty of the evening was Rob Aslett who broke a cam belt and had the long journey

back the Southampton on the back of a truck.

Everyone enjoyed the night, especially me because Neil wasnit well he let me set some times in
his car as well. 4 wheel drive takes some getting used to but it wasn’t long before | was able to set

some of the fasted outright times.

Also thanks to all that marshalled and did a stint on the clocks.

Results
c
S
2 | o n °L’ T | 3 3
© 1] 1] 1] 7} = 5
Name Car ) s s s e S =
]
Kevin Belcher GTIRO"er 220 A | 3047| 4300 3566 39.31 097| 143.99
Derek Looker Peugeot 205 B 2068| 4328 3450 4072 100/ 14818
Lacoste
Richard Heap Audi A3 A| 3020 4525 3550 4191 097] 14930
David Smith Rover 25 B 20.03| 4463 3432 41470 100 14945
Dave Barbara Ford Focus A 30.34 44.83 38.12 41.35 0.97 150.94
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Neil Lewis / LanciaDelta| | 5046/ 4235 33097 4025 103 15219
Kevin Belcher HF Integrale
Jerry Harris Mini Scamp B 30.91 45.90 34.03 42.56 1.00 153.40
Tonya Heap Audi A3 A 34.53| 46.81] 35.97| 4291 097| 15541
Zenya Heap Ford Focus A 31.81 47.50 38.43 44.03 0.97 156.92
Seb Pickavance| ~ NiSsan A| 3262 4937 3722 4694 097| 162.11
Primera
Darrell Harris Peugeot 205 B 32.21 48.28 38.87 43.43 1.00 163.79
Nick Deighton Cor!;”"ha' B 3338 4516/ 40.88| 4578 1.00|  166.20
Rob Smith L6 gifge"t 205 B 30.18| 46.37] 64.03| 4153 100/ 18211
Graham Lewis Mini Scamp B 34.97| 53.60 48.75| 4830 1.00| 186.62
Mike Coombes |, gifge"t 205 B 33.03| 46.18] 64.03| 4337 100| 187.61
. Ford
Paul Elliott 32.63| 47.69| 6550 4816 0.97| 188.16
Mondeo
Haydn Marks Rover 214 33.38| 48.13| 6550 46.44| 0.97| 18859
Tim Green Peugeot 205 4163 4231 6403 3925 100/ 188.22
1.6 GTI
Barbara Peugeot 205
Coombes L6l B 59.03| 51.53| 64.03| 4516 1.00| 219.75
Wrong test penalty applied
Kev Belcher
Competition Updates
he October 12-car has been rescheduled to run on November 11". Simon

Lassam is the organiser and he will post out details soon. | believe the event

will use map 174 and will start close to Wantage.

The last 12-car is unchanged and will run on December 2" organised by Kev
Belcher on maps 164 &163.

The Culham Rally Time trial was postponed because of permit and route issues.
Time was against us so it was best to postpone until next year. We have already
earmarked two dates for next year, April and October. | will get an organising team

together in January 2006, all volunteers grateful.
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Road Rallies ups and downs.

nthony Walker and Me have had a

mixed bag on road rallies this year.
The yrst event was the Wessex organised by
Dolphin. The route used maps 174 and 173,
which opened up some roads not used for
a will. The event was good fun however we
were very lucky to ynish. Just after petrol we
broke the exhaust and had a constant battle
with running repairs to get to the ynish which
we did manage to do, complete with bloody
knuckles and burnt hands. It was worth it in
the end and we managed 3 overall with only
2 minutes dropped.

The next event was the Bullnose, which
had the inter-association round this year. The
event was based on map 163 and used many
of the Cotswolds best roads. Again we had
an odd night with missing a couple of code
boards but a rack of time on the very rough
whites that were used. (I hate whites) | wasn't
prepared to totally wreck the car on these
roads unlike some and made sure we got to
the ynish. We also had a couple of wet mo-
ments when the car started to misyre and one
damaged tyre. We were classiyed 10" overall
which wasn't too bad considering.

The last event we did was the Historic
Motorsport Mercian Road Rally. This was a
timed to the second event, which used 4 maps
across Northampton, Warickshire and Leices-
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tershire. The start was in Daventry and took
the 34-car yeld on a south/east west loop.
The roads were great fun and the whites used
were not to bad. Again we dropped a little time
on these but up the halfway we hadn't lost too
much time. We had to change one tyre as
a precaution due to a large egg sized lump.
In the second half we had a pretty good run
until two thirds distant when we had a wrong
plot. We did claw some time back until disas-
ter struck 5 miles from the ynish. As many are
aware my car does not like water. | have mod-
iyed it but no amount of mods will make into a
boat. We attempted the ford against my better
judgement and the car came to a grinding halt.
The engine didnit turn over so yrst thoughts
were | have hydrauliced it again. It took many
marshals to push us out and only then discov-
ered it to be at least 2ft deep! However with a
bit of tinkering, spark plugs out and all that we
did manage to get the car going again. We did
make it to the ynish on OTL and got classiyed
17™. | thought it couldn’t get any worse but on
the way home the crankshatft oil seal, gearbox
end, decided to give up the ghost and | have
spent the couple of days getting the car yxed
for the next event.

The ups and downs of rallying, hears to
the next event.

Kev Belcher
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The Manx Rally from the Other End of a Tow Rope

or those of you who don’t know us,

Shirley and | run Rugby Rally Recov-
ery, a MSA Licenced recovery unit that attends
upward of thirty events a year [and we still
can't bear Simon Marks in the marshalling
points table].

The last week of July saw us on our annual
working holiday to the Isle of Man to work on
the Manx International Rally. We are one of
only two licenced units invited to the rally and
have been going over for nearly 20 years, just
missing the foot and mouth year.

Although the rally only runs for two and a
half days there is more than enough work to
be done behind the scenes by some willing
volunteers, as anyone who has worked setting
up our one day Carfax Rally will appreciate.

It was nearly lunchtime before we recov-
ered from the 3-hour drive to meet the 2am
Monday morning ferry at Heysham [I'm sure
it has seats designed to prevent sleep more
than induce it], then it was up to the Grand-
stand to see what was to be done. We found
lots of little things such as setting up the rally
ofyce, helping arrange the timekeepers stuff,
laying out the service area etc then arrang-
ing which stages we would do our reconnais-
sance checks on.

Finally, time for a meal where we met
Simon Lassam, the yrst of Oxford Motor Club
members we were to meet several times
during the week.

Tuesday found us a little time for sight-
seeing but not before meeting Simon Marks.
Simon was taking a break from his usual
timekeeping duties and was involved with the
results team.

Every year we manage to ynd something
new and this year it was discovering the ‘Euro-
pean Lesser Spotted Grasshopper’ which
apparently only lives on one small peninsula
on the island. When | say we found it | meant
we found two botanists hiding in the grass and
they pointed it out to us. It is only 7-8mm long
and why these rare species are always called
Lesser Spotted they didn't say. Lucky little
creatures now live next door to Jeremy Clark-
son’s latest acquisition, an unused converted
lighthouse.

Wednesdayis yrst stint on Recce duties
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was on the Marine Drive, a road normally
closed to the public because of erosion of the
cliffs. Each crew is allowed three runs through
each stage to set and test their notes but we
did notice several crews sneaking past each
stop sign when we were busy.

Lots of sunshine, a wonderful sea view
and smiling faces, many of whom we knew
from previous visits and rallies on the main-
land. Most crews seemed not to mind being
disturbed whilst writing their pace notes
although some were taking it far more seri-
ously than others. Lots of crews took time out
for a chat, probably pleased to see us in hap-
pier circumstances.

All was well until a local objector to the
rally made her presence felt. She disrupted
the stage by walking her dog down the middle
of the road and tied up the road block gate
halfway through the stage which more than
annoyed some of the competitors.

Mid-morning we had shepherding duties
added to our list of things to do as a hundred
school children arrived by train and walked the
yve miles along the Drive to Douglas stopping
for a picnic on the way.

The next OMC member to stop for a chat
was Pete Johnson, now a resident on the
Island, who was navigating for Dave Price in
Car 215 on the Trophy Rally. | suspect there
might have been words between the two but
it was all smiles as Pete said they were no
speaking again.

In the afternoon we moved North to cover
the Maughold stage. Unfortunately there were
more problems with unhappy residents but
having Norman Wisdom drive by giving us a
big wave more than made up for it. After thir-
teen continuous hours we were a little weary,
even though it had been a glorious day, but
no more than some crews who were still out
trying to get their heads round the stages. We
did get a little amusement from watching navi-
gators forgetting to mark the notes when they
stopped at our checkpoint and having to go
back several places to ynd where they were
although the drivers didnit seem to ynd it so
funny. Tensions seemed to be running high in
some of the cars except for the historic crews
who appeared so much more laid back.
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